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2015 John F. Kennedy Coin and 
Chronicles Set Pedigree 

Posted on 9/8/2015 


NGC will assign the COIN AND CHRONICLES SET pedigree to submitted coins 
and medals from this set. 


The John F. Kennedy Coin and 
Chronicles Set goes on sale at noon 
on September 16. Limited to a 
maximum mintage of 50,000 sets, it 
includes a Reverse Proof 2015-P 
Kennedy Presidential Dollar, a 2015 
I 0 Z Silver Kennedy Presidential Medal 
and a Kennedy stamp originally issued 
in 1964. 

The dollar and medal in this set may 
be submitted to NGC for the "COIN 
AND CHRONICLES SET" pedigree. In 
addition, both the dollar and medal will 
be eligible for Early Releases or First 
Releases if received by NGC within 30 
days of its release. Check the NGC 
website for Early Releases/First 
Releases cut off dates. 


COIN AND CHRONICLES SET 
ZOl 5 PREVERSE PF$I 
lOHN F. KENNEDY 
EARLY RELEASES 
PF 70 

2055018-001 


NUMISMATIC GUARANTY CORPORATION 



Submission instructions: 


• The coin and medal should be submitted in capsules only. Do not send the 
stamp or other mint packaging. 


• Use the NGC Fiilable PDF or printed submission form for submitting 






the Coin & Chronicles set. 


• Select the Modern tier or higher and select Special Designation / Label 
and check either Early Releases or First Releases. Check the NGC 
website for Early Releases/First Releases cut off dates. Special Designation 
/ Label must be selected for the COIN AND CHRONICLES pedigree even if 
Early Releases or First Releases is not desired or if coins are received after 
the cutoff date for those designations. The 5-coin minimum requirement 
for the Modern tier is waived. 


• The default label for both the dollar and medal will be NGC's Presidential 
label. 
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NUMISMATIC GUARANTY CORPORATION 


• The default designation will be Early Releases if the dollar and medal 
qualify. 

• If you would like the capsules returned, select “Return packaging” on the 
submission form(s). 

• The 2015-P John F. Kennedy Presidential Dollar may be submitted for the 
black NGC Retro Holder while supplies last. The NGC Retro Holder 
program ends on or before December 31,2015 based on availability. Coins 
for the NGC Retro Holder must be submitted on a separate submission form 
and follow the instructions here. Please note that the NGC Retro Holder is 
not available for the John F. Kennedy Presidential Medal. 

Questions? Contact NGC Customer Service at service@NGCcoin.com or 1-800- 
NGC-COIN (1-800-642-2646). For bulk submission rates, contact Scott Heller. 

Collectors Society paid members can submit their coins directly to NGC. Not an 
NGC Collectors Society member? Paid memberships start at just $39/year. Join 
today. 
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NGC Identifies Major New 
Doubled Die for the 1873 Nickel 

Posted on 9/15/2015 


A previously unknown variety has been found on an 1873 Shield Nickel. 

An 1873 Shield Nickel recently submitted to NGC for grading and variety 
attribution features very bold doubling on its obverse, and this coin turned out to 
be a previously unknown variety. Most design elements of the obverse display 
very distinctive doubling from an initial impression that was southeast of the final 
impression. This doubling is most noticeable on the cross and annulet which 
appear at the top of the shield. This die, which features the Open 3 date style, is 
further identified by diagonal die-filing lines beneath and to the right of the date. 




1873 Shield Nickel 
Click images to enlarge. 










(Left and Right) Doubling on the cross and annulet which appear at the top of the shield 

Click images to enlarge. 



(Left) Doubling in the leaves. (Right) Diagonal die-filing lines beneath and to the right of the date. 

Click images to enlarge. 


The Shield Nickel series is rich in doubled-die obverse varieties and has been 
widely studied for that reason. It’s therefore nothing less than amazing that this 
very obvious doubled-die has escaped detection until now. NGC Researcher 
Director David W. Lange examined the subject coin in accordance with NGC’s 
VarietyPlus® attribution service. He compared it first with Edward Fletcher’s book 
that lists and illustrates many such varieties, but it was not included in that 
reference. He then checked the coin against Howard Spindel’s Shield Nickel 
Varieties disk file, which represents the latest research into the Shield series, yet 
that source also failed to turn up a match. Suspecting that this was an unlisted 
variety, Lange then sent images of the coin to Howard Spindel for his 
examination, and the Shield Nickel specialist confirmed that it was indeed 
previously unknown. 
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1873 DDO Open 3 5C VP-011 NGC MS 61, obverse (left) and reverse (right) 

Click images to enlarge. 


NGC has graded this discovery piece as MS 61 and assigned its own 
VarietyPlus® number VP-011. This DDO will also be included in future updates of 
the Spindel reference as his Shield Nickel Variety number SNV 1873 S2-1005. 
NGC attributes eligible varieties through its VarietyPlus® service tier for a fee of 
$15 per coin. A complete list of varieties that are currently recognized can be 
found at NGCcoin.com/VarietyPlus. Additional varieties are recognized if NGC 
determines that they are significant and would have wide collector interest. 
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NGC Registry Awards 2015 


Posted on 9/15/2015 


Every year, NGC awards the top Competitive Sets and Custom Sets in the NGC 
Registry. Ensure your set is at its best by 10 a.m. EST on December 2 to be 
automatically considered for awards. Winners will be announced January 8, 
2016 . 


As in past years, the winners will include world-class collections and incredible 
exhibitions. Make sure yours are among them, and see if your collection has what 
it takes! This year, awards are being presented in the following categories: 

Competitive Set Awards 

Awards will be presented in the following four categories: 

• The FIVE Best CLASSIC Sets: 1792-1964 

• The FIVE Best MODERN Sets: 1950 to date (including Jefferson Nickels 
and Roosevelt Dimes) 

• The FIVE Best PRESENTED Sets: Sets with the best descriptive text and 
coin images 

• The FIVE Best WORLD Sets 

Custom Set Awards 

Awards will be presented in the following five categories: 

• The Best Overall Custom Set 

• The Best World Custom Set 

• The Best Ancient Custom Set 

• The Most Creative Custom Set 

• The Most Informative Custom Set 

Take the honors in one of these categories, and you’ll receive a personalized 
plaque, an icon of recognition next to your set’s registry listing and a one-year 



Collectors Society Premium Membership. If you are already a Collectors Society 
Associate or Premium member, your account will be renewed for one year at the 
Premium level. 

To participate, just enter your set online in the NGC Registry. Sets must be at 
least 50% complete to be eligible for the award categories above. 

Collectors Journal Awards 

Additionally, we will award three outstanding Collectors Journal authors. We will 
consider an author's complete collection of journal entries in determining the 
winners. Journals entries will be judged on writing talent, creativity, enthusiasm, 
numismatic knowledge and, most importantly, the sharing of a personal sense of 
the collecting journey. The winning authors will receive a personalized plaque and 
an icon of recognition on their homepages. 

Also, collectors with the #1 set in each category and collectors with the #1 ranked 
NGC exclusive set in each category will receive an icon of recognition by his/her 
set in the Registry and a certificate of achievement. 

Obscured sets will not be considered for awards. If an owner of an obscured 

set wishes to compete for awards and have the rank of their set displa yed. 
they must change their set from obscured to public by October 1 . 2015. 

The deadline for set updates and journal entries is 10 a.m. EST on 
December 2, 2015. 

Winners will be announced on January 8, 2016. 

Click to view previous year's award winners. 

Special note: In response to participant feedback, an opt-out feature has been 
added on the edit set page for users with a No. 1 set who wish to NOT receive a 
certificate in the mail. If your set is No. 1 at the award deadline and you choose to 
opt out of receiving the certificate, your set is still named No. 1 and gets the award 
icon online. Opting out only means you wouldn't receive the paper certificate in 
the mail. 
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NGC Registry News 


Posted on 9/15/2015 

Check out the 55 new world sets added this month, including three new 
categories! 

Things are not slowing down here at the NGC offices. 



We are full steam ahead into September with many 
new world sets and new US sets just waiting to be 
filled up. It will be exciting to see how quickly these 


new sets fill up with your NGC-graded treasures. Annual awards time is coming 


up soon! 


If you need more slots for your coins, now is the time to let us know. For those of 
you who are looking for new options, here are the new categories and sets for you 
to explore: 

New NGC Categories: 

• Azerbaijan 

• Cayman Islands 

• Mauritius 

New Sets: 

• Azerbaijan: Silver 5M, 2015-Date, Proof 

• Azerbaijan: Silver 50M, 1996-Date, Proof 

• Azerbaijan: Gold 100M, 1996-Date, Proof 

• Canada - Commemorative: Silver $125, 2015-Date, Proof 

• Cayman Islands: 

Silver $1, 1972-Date, Proof 
Silver $2, 1972-Date, Proof 
Silver $5, 1972-Date, Proof 
Silver $10, 1981-Date, Proof 



Silver $25, 1972-Date, Proof 
Silver $50, 1975-Date, Proof 
Gold $25, 1972-Date, Proof 
Gold $50, 1977-Date, Proof 
Gold $100, 1974-Date, Proof 
Gold $250, 1985-Date, Proof 

• China - Panda: Silver Panda Show Medals 1984-Date, Mint State and Proof 

• China - Panda: Gold Panda Show Medals, 1987-Date, Proof 

• China - Commemorative: Sacred Buddhist Mountain Set, 2012-2105, 
Complete 

• Congo Republic: Gold 1500 Francs, 2005-Date, Proof 

• Estonia: Mark Coinage, 1922-1926, Complete 

• Fiji: Silver $5, 2011-Date, Proof 

• Great Britain - Pre-Decimal: Farthing, Blackened at Mint, 1897-1918, 
Circulation Issue 

• Japan: 10 Sen, 1927-1932, Circulation Issue 

• Japan: 10 Sen, 1933-1937, Circulation Issue 

• Mauritius: Cent, 1877 -1978, One-Per-Date 

• Mauritius: Two Cents, 1877-1978, One-Per-Date 

• Mauritius: Five Cents, 1877-1978, One-Per-Date 

• Mauritius: Ten Cents, 1877-1978, One-Per-Date 

• Mauritius: Twenty Cents, 1877-1899, One-Per-Date 

• Mauritius: 1/4 Rupee, 1934-1978, One-Per-Date 

• Mauritius: 1/2 Rupee, 1934-1971, One-Per-Date 

• Mauritius: Rupee, 1934-1971, One-Per-Date 

• Mauritius: 10 Rupees, 1971-1981, One-Per-Date 

• Mauritius: 25 Rupees, Type Set, 1975-1982, Complete 

• Mauritius: 50 Rupees, 1975, Complete 

• Mauritius: 200 Rupees, 1971, Complete 

• Mauritius: Gold 1000 Rupees, 1975-1982, One-Per-Date 

• Niue: Silver $1, 2005-Date, Mint State 

• Rhodesia: 1/2 Penny, 1955-1964, Circulation Issue 

• Rhodesia: Penny, 1955-1963, Circulation Issue 

• Rhodesia: 3 Pence, 1955-1964, Circulation Issue 

• Rhodesia: 6 Pence, 1955-1963, Circulation Issue 

• Rhodesia: Shilling,1955-1957, Circulation Issue 

• Rhodesia: 2 Shillings, 1955-1957, Circulation Issue 

• Rhodesia: 1/2 Crown, 1955-1957,Circulation Issue 

• Rhodesia: 1955-1965, Complete Proof 

• Vietnam: Democratic Republic, 1945-1946, Circulation Issue 

• Vietnam: Reform Coinage, 1958-1975, Complete 




Vietnam: Silver 100 Dong, Type Set, 1986-Date 

US: Gold - Double Eagles: Liberty Head Double Eagles 1850-1907, 

Circulation Issues 

US: Gold - Double Eagles: Liberty Head Double Eagles, Type 1, 1850-1866, 
Proof Issues 

US: Gold - Double Eagles: Liberty Head Double Eagles, Type 2, 1866-1876, 
Proof Issues 

US: Gold - Double Eagles: Liberty Head Double Eagles, Type 3, 1877-1907, 
Circulation Issues 

US: Gold - Double Eagles: Liberty Head Double Eagles, Type 3, 1877-1907, 
Proof Issues 

US: Large Cents, 1816 - 1839, Complete by Newcomb Varieties 
US: Dollars: Sacagawea Dollars, 2000-Date, Complete 


In addition to creating new sets, we are adding countless new slots to existing 
sets. The requests for South Africa, China, Europe, Australia, Canada, Niue, 
Tokelau, and an extensive list of others keep coming in. Do you have an NGC- 
certified coin in your hand, and you’re not sure where it may fit in the NGC 
Registry? We are here to help with requests and with other questions you may 
have. Feel free to send us an email, and let us know exactly how we can help. 
Reach us easily via email at registry@NGCcoin.com. 

Annual NGC Registry Award Update 

Keep working on your NGC Registry sets to ensure they are at their best for the 
2015 NGC Registry Annual awards. Every year, NGC awards the top Competitive 
Sets and Custom Sets in the NGC Registry. Ensure your set is at its best by 10 
a.m. ET on December 2, 2015 to be automatically considered for awards. Please 
note, the last day to add slots before the awards deadline is November 4th. 
Winners will be announced Jan. 8, 2016. 

Obscured sets (sets that are private or not visible to others) will not be considered 
for awards. If an owner of an obscured set wishes to compete for awards and 
have the rank of their set displayed, they must change their set from obscured to 
public by October 1,2015. 

Click here for a peek at some winners from years past: 

2014 NGC Registry Award Winners 


If you're not familiar with the NGC Registry, take some time to explore it, and see 
the many collecting options that are available. It is completely complimentary. If 



you have any questions, you may also click below for our help page: 


NGC COLLECTION MANAGER and REGISTRY HELP — Table of Contents 
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NGC Ancients: Another New 
Roman Coin Type Discovered 


Posted on 9/15/2015 

NGC Ancients has certified a previously unknown denarius of Nerva. 

About two years ago NGC Ancients shared the discovery of a new type of silver 
denarius of Hadrian, who ruled the Roman Empire from A.D. 117 to 138. That coin 
had been submitted for grading and we were pleased to have reported its 
discovery. We now may share another discovery denarius - this one being a new 
variant for the Roman Emperor Nerva, who ruled briefly from A.D. 96 to 98. 

This particular coin, struck in A.D. 96, would easily slide beneath the radar 
because its obverse inscription and portrait type are well-attested, as are its 
reverse design and reverse inscription. However, this particular coin features an 
unknown combination of reverse type and inscription. 



Nerva Denarius 
Click images to enlarge. 


The reverse shows the seated figure of Fortune, the Roman personification of 
good fortune and prosperity. Known to the Greeks as Tyche, she was among the 
most familiar and beloved of all Roman divinities, and one very commonly 
encountered on the coinage of Nerva. 






The two usual variants of Nerva’s denarii depicting Fortune are: 

FORTVNA AVGVST, Fortune standing, holding a ship’s rudder and a cornucopia. 

FORTVNA RR., Fortune seated, holding two grain ears and a scepter. 

On this coin we encounter the inscription of the former, and the design of the 
latter, which until now does not appear to have been noted and which can only 
have been an engraving miscalculation. 

Many scholars have suggested that in the production of Roman Imperial coin dies 
the inscriptions were cut by engravers best described as technicians, whereas the 
central designs were engraved by artists. If this was the case, it would seem that 
a die with the inscription for one type was assigned improperly and was engraved 
with the inappropriate design. 

In establishing the fact that this type appears to be unpublished we conferred with 
specialists, including Curtis Clay and Dr. Bernhard Woytek, the head of the 
‘Documenta Antigua’ division of the Institute for the Study of Ancient Culture at the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences. The office he heads is a research unit devoted to 
numismatics, epigraphy, papyrology and ancient law. He also lectures in 
numismatics and monetary history at the University of Vienna, Austria. 

Dr. Woytek already has authored the now-standard work on the coinage of the 
Emperor Trajan (A.D. 98-117) and is currently revising the part of The Roman 
Imperial Coinage (the most important academic catalog for coins of the Roman 
Empire) that covers the reigns of Nerva and Trajan. Dr. Woytek confirms that this 
reverse combination is new and undocumented, though he notes that when he 
includes it in the revised volume of RIC it would be categorized as variant of 
known types rather than as a wholly new type. 

Both this denarius of Nerva and the earlier ‘discovery’ denarius of Hadrian 
illustrate how previously undocumented ancient coins are bound to turn up with 
some frequency, even though since the 15th Century scholars have dedicated 
themselves to compiling the most complete catalogs possible. 

Interested in reading more articles on Ancient coins? Click here 
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Counterfeit Detection: 1924 
Saint-Gaudens Double Eagle 

Posted on 9/15/2015 


Semiprooflike appearance, thick lettering and raised lumps helped NGC graders 
identify a counterfeit 1924 Saint-Gaudens Double Eagle. 

The 1924 Double Eagle is by far the most common date in the Saint-Gaudens 
series. NGC has graded more than 300,000 examples—an astonishing number, 
particularly given that the coin’s total mintage was just over 4.3 million pieces. 

For many years, however, the 1924 was considered to be relatively rare and 
collectors in the mid-20th Century found it difficult to locate high grade examples. 
Most of these coins were shipped overseas, primarily to banks in Europe, and few 
specimens remained in the United States. 

When the European banks began to sell their gold deposits in the 1960s, many 
dates that were previously thought to be rare suddenly became quite common. 
The 1924 is a prime example. For those who want a nice representative of the 
popular Saint-Gaudens Double Eagle for a Type collection, the 1924 is a perfect 
choice and Mint State pieces are easy to find. 

Despite its availability, the 1924 $20 is a target of counterfeiters who hope to profit 
by making base metal forgeries of this gold piece. Saint-Gaudens Double Eagles 
contain nearly one ounce of gold—0.9675 ounces of gold to be exact—and as a 
result they possess significant intrinsic value, not to mention numismatic value. A 
fake composed of brass or other base metals costs almost nothing to produce, 
while an ounce of gold currently trades at $1,123.80 (9/4/15). 

Many of the newer counterfeit Double Eagles, however, are not well made and 
can be detected without much difficulty. This counterfeit 1924 Double Eagle, which 
was received by NGC not long ago, is typical. 



Counterfeit 1924 Saint-Gaudens Double Eagle 
Click images to enlarge. 


A comparison between this piece and a genuine example reveals numerous 
differences. Most notably, the fields have an unusual semiprooflike appearance. 
Authentic 1924 Twenties often show attractive swirling luster, but they never show 
mirrored fields. 

Another issue with this forgery is the legends; the letters in LIBERTY are too thick 
and a close examination under a loupe shows tiny raised dots on nearly all of the 
letters, a common diagnostic for counterfeits. Several raised lumps can also be 
found near the rim. These problems are more than enough to declare this coin 
fake. 



Counterfeit 1924 Saint-Gaudens Double Eagle 
Diagnostic: raised lumps and mirrored fields 
Click Image to enlarge. 


The best defense against counterfeit coins is familiarity with authentic examples. 
Any numismatist who has handled genuine Saint-Gaudens coins will immediately 
identify numerous issues with this piece. The more coins you study, the easier it 
will be to spot one that does not look right. 

Interested in reading more articles on Counterfeit Detection? Click here. 
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USA Coin Album: Something of 
Value - Part i 


Posted on 9/15/2015 

United States coins have had their values expressed in a number of ways. 

Visitors to the USA are often puzzled by the obsolete 
size relationship of the nickel and the dime, the latter of 
which was coined in silver until 1965. For 50 years both 
have been struck in the same base metals, and their 
relative sizes are now clearly transposed. The truth is 
that our coinage system is completely obsolete and 
needs a total revision to address this and other issues, 
but that’s a story for another day. This month I want to 
examine how the nominal values of our coinage have 
been stated over the past 200+ years. 

The first coins struck by the US Mint were the half cents and cents of 1793. In a 
seeming act of overkill, both had their face values expressed no fewer than three 
ways. The reverse of each stated either HALF CENT or ONE CENT, respectively. 
For the benefit of the illiterate, a fraction was placed below these words: 1/200 or 
1/100. Of course, this supposes that those illiterate in English were somehow 
literate in mathematics. This may have indeed been true, as even the poor and 
uneducated needed to know the value of money. Finally, as a safeguard against 
clipping, the practice of stealing metal from a coin by filing or cutting, the edge of 
each copper coin was also given a protective device. 

The half cents, which debuted a few months after the cents, read TWO 
HUNDRED FOR A DOLLAR. To distinguish the starting point of this text, single or 
double leaves were included as stops. The cents, which were coined as early as 
March of 1793, initially featured a decorative edge comprised of an undulating 
vine that was periodically interrupted by broad reeds, the so-called “Vine and 
Bars” edge. This was switched to a lettered edge reading ONE HUNDRED FOR A 








DOLLAR, probably at the same time that half cent coinage commenced. 


When the weight of both coins was reduced substantially at the end of 1795, the 
resulting planchets were too thin to carry letters, and plain edges became the 
norm for cents and half cents thereafter. A protective edge device had never really 
been necessary, since the likelihood of copper coins being clipped was extremely 
slim. The numeric fraction survived on both coins until the introduction of the 
Classic Head design (1808 for cents and 1809 for half cents). By that time both 
coins were familiar enough that no one really needed more than one statement of 
value. In fact, the text denomination was continued primarily as a safeguard 
against the coins being silver or gold plated to pass as more valuable pieces (the 
US Mint would regret omitting this feature on the first issue of Liberty Head nickels 
in 1883). 

The silver coinage was more at risk for clipping, so the Mint had to use a 
protective edge device for all such pieces. The thin planchets of the half dime, 
dime and quarter dollar precluded a lettered edge, so the reeded edge still familiar 
today was employed. The half dollar and dollar were sufficiently thick that both 
were able carry statements of value on their edges, the half reading FIFTY 
CENTS OR HALF A DOLLAR and the dollar HUNDRED CENTS ONE DOLLAR 
OR UNIT. In fact, neither coin carried any other statement of value, a condition 
which seems odd to us today but which was an established norm for many 
European nations at the time. 

Both our silver and gold coins, though they had nominal values assigned, were 
legally valued by their weights, and these decreased with wear. A heavily worn 
silver dollar could depreciate due to metal loss and thus be rejected at its nominal 
value. Therefore, it was considered unnecessary to declare a face value on either 
obverse or reverse. This policy changed only gradually. The Draped Bust/Small 
Eagle half dollars of 1796-97 included a numeric fraction of 14 on their reverse, a 
feature unique to this issue. The fraction was omitted with the succeeding 
Heraldic Eagle coins of 1801-07, and no value appeared on the obverse or 
reverse of the dollar throughout the Draped Bust series of 1795-1803. The quarter 
dollar included no statement of value whatsoever until the Heraldic Eagle reverse 
debuted in 1804. The denomination 25 C. straddled the eagle’s tail, even though 
there clearly was not enough room for a comfortable fit. 

The three gold issues were consistent in that all had reeded edges and absolutely 
no statement of value. The reason was the same for each, in that these pieces, 
though having nominal face values, were legally valued by the weight of any 
individual specimen. Next month I’ll look at how the US Mint began adding value 
statements to all of its coins in 1807. 



David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1829 
Capped Bust Half Dime 

Posted on 9/15/2015 


Long before the introduction of our current 5-cent piece, this denomination was 
represented by a silver coin of diminutive size. 


United States Mint Chief Engraver William Kneass created the design seen on 
this specimen from 1829. 



After a lapse of nearly a quarter century, the coinage of half dimes resumed on 
July 4 of that year. The impetus was the adoption of the close collar, which gave 
United States coins a distinct border and uniform diameters. This early variety 
features three vertical lines in each stripe of the shield. Possibly saved as one of 
the first emissions of its type, this lovely specimen has survived in gem condition. 

It exhibits an absolutely full strike and exceptionally clean surfaces. Finely-grained 
frostiness is combined with just a touch of prooflike reflectivity, and this jewel is 
beautifully toned in light gray and gold. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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Chinese Pandas: We Will Never 
Forget 


Posted by Peter Anthony on 9/15/2015 


The Shanghai Mint released the 2013 1-ounce Silver Shanghai Memory 
Commemorative celebrating the Victory Over Fascism. 


“We will never forget,” was the message from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu. In a taped interview he referred to the actions of the people of 
Shanghai and China during World War II. About 18,000 refugees found a haven 
there from the Nazi terror. This event was marked in 2013 by an official Shanghai 
Mint medal, the Shanghai Memory Commemorative. 


On September 3, 2015, the People’s Republic of China celebrates the end of 
World War II, the 70th Anniversary of the Victory Over Fascism. One part of this 
victory involved a haven in China for Jews who were trapped in Europe. As the 
political situation in Germany and Austria grew grimmer through the 1930s many 
Jews sought to escape persecution in their homelands. To emigrate, though, 
required a travel visa. To their dismay nearly every country in the world refused to 
issue the life-saving documents — although a few exceptional individuals like 
Raoul Wallenberg of Sweden and Chiune Sugihara of Japan bent diplomatic rules 
to help. 


The Chinese consulate in Vienna, Austria, was under the direction of Dr. Ho Feng- 
Shan. Dr. Ho watched in dismay as the treatment of his Jewish friends turned 
more and more violent. He finally made a personal decision to issue “End 
Destination” visas to as many Jews as possible. This allowed the holder to find 
any "transit" means possible to get to Shanghai. This was contrary to the policy of 
his government, but he did it anyway. 

As Dr. Ho wrote visas, the German government tried to stop him. It forced the 
closure of the Chinese Consulate. Not to be intimidated. Dr. Ho responded by 
renting a nearby apartment that he personally paid for. He declared it a new 



consulate. The flow of exit visas continued. Dr. Ho saved the lives of thousands of 
people. This was one of the largest rescues accomplished by any individual 
during the Holocaust. Dr. Ho sacrificed his own career and future to do this; the 
Nationalist Chinese government disgraced him when he returned to his country. 
Today, though, in the Shanghai Jewish Refugees Museum the People’s Republic 
of China honors Dr. Ho’s bravery and compassion. 

Many of the emigres entered China through the port of Shanghai. In 1937, the 
Japanese army conquered Shanghai and imposed its rule on the residents. Six 
years later the city’s Jewish refugees were ordered to live in a section of the 
Hongkou district. This so-called Shanghai Ghetto was not a purely Jewish area. 
The refugees were simply crammed in with the native Chinese residents. Food 
and goods were scarce, indoor-plumbing was rare, and employment was minimal 
within the Ghetto. Leave was needed to work elsewhere in the city and few 
permits were granted. Worse, the tyrannical Japanese commander of the Ghetto 
beat some who applied for one and others for no reason at all. 

The native Chinese enabled the Jews to survive. They could bring in the supplies 
the community needed from other parts of Shanghai. These were traded for 
services, including medical care and entertainment, the Europeans could provide. 
All this took place without any incidents of anti-Semitism. In fact, many lasting 
friendships were formed between the Shanghai Jews and Chinese. Some even 
married. 

To remember all this, the Shanghai Jewish Refugees Museum held an event on 
August 26. It honored those who lived, worked and helped each other live through 
the dark years in Shanghai. A new museum section was also opened to the 
public. The White Horse Inn, a popular Jewish social spot during the war years, 
has been rebuilt across the street from the main museum building. A large lawn 
leads to the front of the new inn. In the middle of that lawn is a fountain and in that 
fountain stands a beautiful statue designed by Mr. Rocky Zhao. This art was first 
used on the popular 2013 silver and gold Shanghai Ghetto Memory 
Commemoratives struck at the Shanghai Mint. Mr. Zhao is also the designer of 
China’s 2015 Panda coins. His vision of a Shanghai woman befriending a young 
refugee girl has almost magically been turned into a life-size sculpture. The statue 
is truly beautiful, almost as beautiful as Mr. Zhao’s wish that it be a symbol of 
peace and friendship throughout the world. 




Clockwise from upper left: The unveiling of the Shanghai Memory statue, Shanghai 
news coverage of the event, a 2013 1 oz. silver Shanghai Memory commemorative, 
an interview with artist Rocky Zhao and museum supporter Danny Spungen of the 

Spungen Family Foundation. 


Along with about a hundred invited guests and many, many reporters and TV 
crews, the Consuls-General of Israel and Austria both attended. After the 
ceremony I could see them chatting, a fitting conclusion to a story with an 
important numismatic chapter. 

Peter Anthony is an expert on Chinese modern coins with a particular focus on 
Panda coins. He is an analyst for the NGC Chinese Modern Coin Price Guide as 
well as a consultant on Chinese modern coins. 
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NGC Highlights From The 
Stack’s Bowers August 2015 
Hong Kong Auction 

Posted on 9/15/2015 


NGC-certified world coins garnered robust prices at the Stack's Bowers Galleries 
Hong Kong Auction. 

The Stack's Bowers August 2015 Hong Kong Auction, held August 24-26 and 
September 1,2015, featured a number of impressive results for NGC-certified 
coins. Below is a list of some of the prices realized highlights: 

• Lot Number 51143 - THAILAND PATTERNS. 4 Baht Struck in Copper-Nickel 
with Reeded Edge & Medal Alignment, ND (1868). Rama V, Phra Maha 
Chulalonkorn (1868-1910). NGC PF 64. $25,095.00 

• Lot Number 51233 - CHINA. Tientsin Tutung Yamen Silver Medal, 1902. 
NGC MS 61. $32,265.00 

• Lot Number 52045 - CHINA. Dollar, ND (1912). NGC MS 65. $23,900.00 

• Lot Number 52090 (Pictured Below) - CHINA. Pattern Dollar, Year 3 (1914). 
NGC MS 64. $83,650.00 



• Lot Number 52166 - CHINA. Dollar, ND (1916). NGC MS 65. $20,315.00 

• Lot Number 52191 - CHINA. Chekiang. 20 Cash, ND (ca. 1906). NGC AU 





58 BN. $22,705.00 

• Lot Number 52252 - CHINA. Hupeh. Tael, Year 30 (1904). NGC AU 58. 
$41,825.00 

• Lot Number 52279 (Pictured Below) - CHINA. Kiangnan. 7 Mace 2 
Candareens (Dollar), ND (1898). NGC MS 63. $68,712.50 



• Lot Number 53399 - CHINA. 1,000 Yuan, 1989. Lunar Series, Year of the 
Snake. NGC PR 69 Ultra Cameo. $31,070.00 

• Lot Number 53406 - CHINA. 1,000 Yuan, 1990. Lunar Series, Year of the 
Horse. NGC PR 69 Ultra Cameo. $31,070.00 

(All prices realized include the standard buyer’s premium.) 
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Heritage World & Ancients 
Event in Long Beach 

Posted on 9/15/2015 


The sale will be held September 11-22 at the Long Beach Expo. 

DALLAS, TX — Heritage Auctions will feature more than 1,400 lots in its World & 
Ancient coins Floor Sessions, with an additional 2,400+ lots offered in the 
Internet-Only sessions. Of the more than 4,400 lots total crossing the block, more 
than 90% are being offered without reserve. 

"Long Beach is a long-time, exceptional venue for Heritage's World & Ancient 
coins," said Cristiano Bierrenbach, "and this offering lives up to the long tradition 
of outstanding auctions." 

A key offering from The Read Collection is a 1902 Republic gold Veld Pond MS64 
NGC, an emergency issue struck during the Boer War, fought between South 
Africa and Great Britain. This type was produced from 24-kt gold to pay soldiers, 
and as the story is generally recounted, was literally coined at a makeshift mint in 
close proximity to the Pilgram's Rest battlefield. The result is one of crudest and 
yet most charming types of the 20th century. It is expected to bring $40,000+. 

A1758 British Colony — Jamaica Authority of November gold Doubloon XF45 
NGC, a recent discovery piece and only the second known example — and the 
finest — of this iconic Jamaican doubloon atop a Spanish 8 Escudos, estimated at 
$30,000+, is expected to draw significant collector attention. 

An extremely rare, and massive (struck in 23 ducat weight) medal struck to 
celebrate the birth of Archduke Leopold in 1716 Choice AU - possibly unique in 
private hands - carries a $20,000+ pre-auction estimate, while a mint state Joao 
V gold 20000 Reis 1724-M MS61 NGC, a key date of this ever popular type, 
matches that same $20,000+ pre-auction estimate. 




Further highlights include a rare Paul I Albertus Rouble 1796 BM AU50 NGC, an 
extremely rare, short-lived type, struck to conform to the Albertus Taler standard 
(estimated at $15,000+) and a Confederation gold 100 Francs 1925-B MS65 
NGC, a one-year type that is sought for its beautiful design and extremely popular 
among collectors of world gold (estimate: $12,500+). 

The Ancients portion of the Long Beach auction comprises nearly 600 lots, 
including a particularly strong run of early electrum coinage from Asia Minor and 
an important offering of Judean coins from the first century AD. 

Individual highlights include an attractive Athenian "owl" tetradrachm of Starr 
Group V (estimate: $6,500+), a remarkably Ptolemaic portrait bronze of Cleopatra 
VII (estimate: $8,000+), and a high-grade Roman gold aurei of Aelius Caesar 
(estimate: $12,000+). 

This is a guest articie. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 
author and are not necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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Ursula Kampmann to Receive 
Numismatic Writing Honor 

Posted by ANA on 9/15/2015 


Ursula Kampmann has been named the 2015 recipient of the Burnett Anderson 
Memorial Award for Excellence In Numismatic Writing. Kampmann has also 
received the Otto Paul Wenger Award as well as the Vreneli Award for numismatic 
achievement. 


Ursula Kampmann is the 2015 recipient of the prestigious Burnett Anderson 
Memorial Award for Excellence in Numismatic Writing. This award is presented 
annually to an author, journalist or researcher in recognition of their career 
contributions to the hobby. The award is sponsored by F&W Publications, and the 
winner is selected in a cooperative process by the American Numismatic 
Association, the American Numismatic Society and the Numismatic Literary Guild. 
Kampmann will be honored at the ANS Gala on Thursday, January 7, 2016 in 
New York City. 

Ursula Kampmann was born in 1964 and has called 
Munich, Germany home for many years. Kampmann 
studied ancient history and numismatics at the 
Ludwigs-Maximmilians University in Munich, as well as 
prehistory and medieval history at the Universitat des 
Saarlandes in Saarbrucken, Germany. After working as 
a professional numismatist for the Giessener 
Munzhandlung in Munich and the Munzen und 
Medaillen AG in Basel, Switzerland, she worked as 
chief editor for the German numismatic publication 
MunzenRevue (CoinsRevue) from 1996-2012. 

In 2002, Kampmann received the Vrenelipreis (Vreneli Award) for numismatic 
achievement from MunzenRevue at the World Money Fair in Berlin. Additional 
accolades include the Society for International Monetary History’s Ehrenpreis 




(Honorary Award) in 2003 and the Otto Paul Wenger Award from the Association 
of Swiss Professional Numismatists in 2012. Kampmann is the first European to 
receive the coveted Burnett Anderson Memorial Award. 

In 2009 Kampmann founded MunzenWoche, and currently serves as the 
publication’s Editor-at-large and CEO. Kampmann has also been the Editor-in- 
chief for Mint News Quarterly, a journal that specializes in modern production 
technique of commemorative and circulating coins, since 2012. 

Over the last 20 years, Kampann has written more than 2,000 articles for notable 
publications such as: The Celator, Coin-News and Coin World (United States), 
and Cronaca Numismatica (Italy). Her writings have been translated into over 12 
languages. 

In addition to her thriving editorial career, Kampann also freelances as a 
numismatic curator. Notable exhibits include the Austrian Mint’s permanent exhibit 
Wir Pragen Osterreich (We Mint Austria) and Kleingeld-Geld fur Kleine Leute 
(Small Change-Money for Little Guys) for the Berlin National Mint. Kampmann 
also hosts the iTunes Series, “Exploring the World of Money” for MunzenWoche- 
these five-minute podcasts are exciting and explore a wide variety of numismatic 
topics, from the first coins ever minted to the issue of bitcoins in the 21st century. 

The American Numismatic Association is a congressionally chartered nonprofit 
educational organization dedicated to encouraging people to study and collect 
money and related items. The ANA helps its 25,500 members and the public 
discover and explore the world of money through its vast array of education and 
outreach programs, as well as its museum, library, publications, conventions and 
seminars. For more information, call 719-632-2646 or go to www.money.org. 

This is a guest article. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 
author and are not necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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NGC Grades Dramatic Error 
1986 Silver Eagle 


Posted on 8/28/2015 

A rare and prominent mint error was identified on a 1986 Silver Eagle that was 
found in a Mint-sealed box. 

NGC graders recently discovered a rare struck through mint error on a 1986 Silver 
Eagle. The coin was found in a Mint-sealed “monster box” of 500 coins. 



1986 Silver Eagle NGC MS 68, obverse with mint error (left) and reverse (right) 

Click images to enlarge. 


1986 was the first year of the Silver Eagle series, and as a result, the US Mint had 
a bit of a learning curve. These first year Silver Eagles often come in a variety of 
different finishes ranging from matte to fully Prooflike. The different appearances 
were created because of the varied techniques used to prepare the dies, including 
polishing and sanding, both of which can leave small bits of material on the dies. 

When this material is struck into a planchet it leaves an imprint on the coin’s 
surface, which is called a “struck through” mint error. Coins can be “struck 






through” dust, fiber, grease or other materials. 


Minor struck through errors involving small bits of fiber or paper are relatively 
common and the shiny specks that the material leaves on the surface of a coin 
are often mistaken by collectors for abrasions. It is extremely rare, however, to 
see a struck through error of the magnitude observed on this particular 1986 
Silver Eagle. Unfortunately, the foreign material that caused this strike through did 
not make it into the US Mint Silver Eagle tube with the coin and therefore it cannot 
be positively identified. That being said, it's likely that this coin was struck through 
one of the types of die prep materials the Mint used at the time, a 3M sanding 
disc. 

As you can see from the photos, the coin suffers from an extreme lack of detail 
over the entire obverse. The date is barely legible, and the letters of LIBERTY and 
IN GOD WE TRUST are also not well defined. The reverse on the other hand, 
shows no evidence of the strike through error from the obverse. 



1986 Silver Eagle, obverse with mint error (left) and reverse (right) 
Click images to enlarge. 


This find is particularly exciting because the coin came from a US Mint “monster 
box” that has been sealed for nearly 30 years. It goes to show that there are still 
plenty of interesting coins that await discovery! 

NGC attributes major mint errors under its Mint Error service tier for an additional 
fee of $15 per coin. For more information, visit NGCcoin.com/Services. 
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25 MM NGC Oversize Holder: 
Now Available 


Posted on 8/24/2015 

NGC is now offering an oversize holder for coins and medals up to 25 mm in 
thickness. 

NGC has created a new NGC Oversize Holder® that can accommodate coins and 
medals up to 25 mm in thickness. Previously, the maximum thickness that could 
be encapsulated in an NGC Oversize Holder was 15 mm. 

This new holder will enable NGC to encapsulate virtually all sizes of coins and 
medals, including some of the extremely high relief pieces that have recently been 
issued by world mints. Made from the same material as the NGC holder that is 
currently used by the Smithsonian Institution for its most important rarities, this 
holder is designed for long-term preservation and protection. It also has numerous 
security features, including an advanced hologram, to deter tampering and 
counterfeiting. 

All coins over 45 mm in diameter will be encapsulated in an NGC Oversize 
Holder. Coins that require an NGC Oversize Holder must be submitted on a 
separate submission form with "NGC Oversize Holder" selected in the Services 
box. There is an additional fee of $20 for the NGC Oversize Holder. 

The 25 mm thick NGC Oversize Holder is now available for all submissions to 
NGC, including on-site grading submissions in China and Hong Kong. 




OFFICIAL MINT MEDAL 
(2014) CHINA 70mm BRASS 
THE GREAT WALL 
WORLD HERITAGE 


MS 69 




it 



25 mm Thick NGC Oversize Holder 


Please see NGC’s services and fees for complete information. 

Note: The 25mm thick NGC Oversize Holder is available only for coins up to 
101.5 mm in diameter. 

Questions about the NGC Oversize Holder? Please contact NGC Customer 
Service. 
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NGC, NCS and PMG Appoint 
New Japan Official Submission 
Center 


Posted on 8/17/2015 

World Coins Japan becomes an Official Submission Center in Japan 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC), Numismatic Conservation Services 
(NCS) and Paper Money Guaranty (PMG) have announced that World Coins 
Japan Co., Ltd., has been appointed an Official Submission Center to the 
companies in Japan. NGC, NCS and PMG are independent members of the 
Certified Collectibles Group (CCG). 

Located in Tokyo, World Coins Japan, is one of the largest and most trusted 
numismatic companies in Japan. Its CEO, Mr. Eiichi Ishii, is highly respected for 
his ethics and expertise. 

World Coins Japan has been an NGC and NCS Authorized Dealer for 10 years 
and a PMG Authorized Dealer since 2012. During that time Mr. Ishii has been a 
major proponent of the benefits of NGC and PMG certification and World Coins 
Japan has helped many collectors and dealers in Japan to submit their 
collectibles to these companies in the last decade. 

In its new capacity as an Official Submission Center, World Coins Japan will have 
an expanded role in developing the market for NGC-certified coins and PMG- 
certified paper money in Japan. 

“We are honored to have World Coins Japan become an Official Submission 
Center,” says Steven R. Eichenbaum, CEO of CCG. “Mr. Ishii has been a great 
friend of mine and the CCG companies for many years and I believe that he is a 
perfect fit to help us to grow in Japan.” 

The appointment of World Coins Japan comes as the CCG companies have 



rapidly expanded internationally to meet the increased demand from collectors 
and dealers around the world. In addition to an Official Submission Center in 
Japan, CCG has Official Submission Centers in China, Singapore, Korea and 
Taiwan as well as branch offices in Switzerland, Germany, China and Hong Kong. 

World Coins Japan may be contacted at (+81) 03-5777-0351 or info@coins.co.jp. 
Its website is www.coins.co.jp. 
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